
 

Create 
Musical Teepee 

Play is best when it encompasses all the senses.  

Sound exploration is so valuable for all of us. 

Adding a little musical teepee to an outside space 

is a simple, cheap and fun opportunity for 

developing play.  Your structure will be 

determined by what materials you have available 

to you.  It can be as simple or as complex as you 

wish and certainly the children can be actively 

involved in its creation. 

 

You will need 

* Four sturdy sticks (bamboo works well also) – 

each about 3ft long 

* Strong nylon string (wire would work also but 

would be more fiddly) 

- Whatever you use will need to 

withstand weathering 

* A spade for digging small holes in the ground 

* Some tubes, saucepan lids, pots, sticks, bells etc. (your ‘instruments’) 

 

What to do 

* Cut the four sticks so that they are the same length. 

* Hold them together and bind them about 5-10” from one end.  Make sure this is as 

tight as you can get it. 
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“appreciate the fleeting 

Beauty in things” 



 

* Now gently open up the 

sticks from the opposite 

end to the binding.  You 

should be able to make a 

square based pyramid. 

* Set the ‘pyramid’ on the 

ground and position it how 

you wish, getting it as 

sturdy as you can. 

* With the spade dig a 

small hole (2-3” deep is 

plenty) for each stick to rest 

in. 

* Rest each stick in its hole 

and fill press soil around it 

to hold it firm. 

* Yippee, you have the teepee structure.  It should feel pretty sturdy.  If it is a bit wobbly 

you may need to dig some of the holes a bit deeper. 

* Now you can work together to add the ‘instruments’.  This can be done by hanging 

them with string to the posts.  Positioning will depend on what you are using because 

they may need to be hanging (chimes) or resting upon something (saucepan lids).  Get 

the children to help you by playing the ‘instruments in different positions until you find 

one you all like.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy your musical playscape! 
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